
Artistic Directors' Biographies
Saturday, 19 January 2008
Last Updated Monday, 05 January 2009

 

Richard Chua

Artistic Director

To put it simply, Richard Chua is a theatremaker. He founded his own theatre society, Little Red Shop, in 2006, which
produces small-scale, intimate shows. Before this endeavour, Richard Chua was Artistic Co-Director of The Fun Stage.
For a number of years now, Richard Chua has worked closely with The Substation, from staging plays in The Substation
theatre to co-founding Project Chiaroscuro with Audrey Wong, Artistic Co-Director, The Substation &ndash; a project that
develops solo theatre performances. This programme had its beginnings in another theatrical event entitled 3 Men meet
3 Women, with local playwright and actor Verena Tay. 

Apart from making theatre, Richard Chua has also worked in the media as editor of Nanyang Arts, a bilingual visual arts
magazine published by Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. 

In the international scene, Richard Chua has participated in different theatre festivals in China, Hong Kong, Macau and
Taiwan. It is through the Chinese Performing Arts Theatre Exchange Network &ndash; which he co-founded with a group
of writers and artists in the Chinese speaking societies in the region &ndash; he has established contacts with other
artists. One of his main concerns is the development of Chinese contemporary theatre. His ambition is to bring more
Singapore Chinese contemporary theatre to these societies. The Chinese Performing Arts Theatre Exchange Network
has been the platform for solo artists to engage in artistic exchanges since 2002. 

In 2004, Richard Chua was invited to the prestigious Chinese Drama Festival with a production named Lover&rsquo;s
Words, a project in collaboration with Taiwanese playwright Chiu An Chen. That was the 1st time a Singaporean
production has returned to the festival after Kuo Pao Kun&rsquo;s productions of Spirits Play in 1998 and Sunset Rise in
2000. 

In his own work, Richard Chua often explores themes revolving identity and sexuality. Lover&rsquo;s Words, for
instance, is a study on the politics of sexuality, where he explored the conceit of heterosexuals living in a predominantly
homosexual society. 

Recently, Richard Chua has been actively involved in theatre collaborations with many artists from different practices
&ndash; visual arts, film, dancers and such. He has just completed his Indian dance theatre project Bophana with Maya
Dance Theatre and 2 modern Noh plays by Japanese playwright Yukio Mishima, with World-In-Theatre. 

Read more about the Little Red Shop at http://www.littleredshop.org, and Chinese Performing Arts Theatre Exchange
Network at http://www.theatrex.org. 

||||

!$ÊŽ2006t�žd—Sãg:�http://www.littleredshop.org)�çí�ÑU° aSãg:KSMÛ�•›�\���)„�‹g:\Á�Öþ/° aFUNg:„T�z/;Ñ�_�° a�*
�„z/-Ã�\�‚5›Ù�z/K¶�° açý�'¦z/-ÃII�ù{°�êL�\g:z/å\��

KM�Ö_þ/
W�z/�
W�z/fb�° a	�rz/B×
;�‘�

(:ßNº0:�‚�¬�
w�™/�³è�ð��le•šŒ° a�!$Êd†Â�(å0:>ž„z/‚K��_èL�vÖ’ËKz/å\��\�Ž2002t�ŒÖìOK�ž†:ßh�z/¤AQÜ (http://www.theatrex.org)�QÜ—è:O��0z/å\�Kô„¤Aå\�

2004t�!$Ê”N‡�g‚K€�&†FUNg:„z/â��0-ý���ú
Kºií��

Ñt�!$Ê_ÛL†¸�èL6\�2007t�Ö1�° ap¦�HâSMaya Dance TheatreÊš2ÏxgâWorld-In-Theatre�\��+H°�Hg:\ÁBophanaŒå,\¶	›1ª+(Yukio Mishima) $*�\Á�Lady Aoi Œ
Hanjo�

||||

Interviews

Lush 99.5FM, a Singapore radio station - 2007
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Yeo Hon Beng

Associate Artistic Director

Hon Beng spent the last decade of his professional career performing varied roles in theatre productions and films.
Currently, he is a freelance theatre practitioner.  Beng actively directs, designs light and set and manages productions
&ndash; both in technical and stage management capacities. Beng has also been an art director in various film
productions, including Walt Disney&rsquo;s Studio Disney.

Besides conducting lessons and workshops in various tertiary institutions and government schools in Singapore, he has
also been a lecturer-director in National University of Singapore&rsquo;s English Department for TS3103 Play Production
for Semester I in 2004/2005, directing and designing Twilight Of The Golds. He also conducts theatre and production
management workshops in Singapore Polytechnic&rsquo;s Theatre Compass, St Anthony&rsquo;s Canossian School,
Holy Innocent High School, to name a few.

He has also worked extensively with many arts groups. They are the National Arts Council, Drama Box, Singapore
Dance Theatre, Toy Factory Ensemble, Chinese Opera Institute, The Theatre Practice, The Necessary Stage and
Singapore Chinese Orchestra, STAGES, Siong Leng Musical Association, Singapore Theatre Arts Troupe, NUS Chinese
Dance Ensemble, etc.

Beng remains committed to grooming of new talents through workshops and the active promotion of arts education to
both the students and the community. He is striving towards his dream to lead his own theatre company,
PLAYINGSPACE and design company Room 69, as an artistic director-cum-designer. He also has a book archiving
posters and flyers of Singapore&rsquo;s theatre performances in the works. 
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